In m FaiantApp^tlon ' ©reupAf! -Unit: 1714 

Peter Dauie, ei al ' 

Appln. He, 09/807,185 ■: Examiner: Oalfe E. Shosho 

Rted: July 2, 2001 : Confirmation No. 3080 

For SPHERONIZEO GRANULES, PLASTIC : Aftortw Docket 

ADDITIVE COMPOSITIONS CONTAIN- : No* H3722US 
INS THE SAME AND METHODS : 
OF USE THEREFOR : 



REP LY TO OFFIS l^TjMJIig^^ 3 ^ ^BftM^Lll 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commisstenarfcr Patents: 

P.-O. B©x-1.4.SQ 
Ate^doa, VA 2231 3-1 460 

Sir: 
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Aftiemdmefite to the Claims begin .en page 2.. 
Remarks b^m m ps§e a 
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AmrnidmaritB to f h& Claims 

The *Us'lr>g -of Claims" replaces sll pending claims in the spplicalioii, 

1-5, (excelled), 

6, (Currently amended) An. additive composition for thermoplastic polymer materials, 
comprising granules 8 Q f H al e ing.atl@a # Qf>e^a6 tto atfdftsv eygQ mf >r fe i rtg.fr sgjisistinq 
essentially of a component selected 'ffam the .group consisting of a calcium soap, a zinc 
loa^arid. mi tes trwebf aR %Mc ^g@rT fev. ^e^ n § : a ^ e ftte, .^btl ox tdont ^ M. 

a§eniSr4if^^ 

mkfo^e-s4fe«roel : s wherein the granules am sebstantially sphencaj and have # diameter 
■el fsam 8;5 to 5 « 

7, (Cancelled), 

8; (Previously Presented) The composition according to claim 8, wherein the granules 
have a diameter of from 0.8 to 3 mm. 

§; (Prevteysiy Presented) The composition according to c^aini 6> wherein the granules 
have a uniform stee and shape, 

10, (Cancelled), 

11. (Pngviousty Pmsented) The composition according to claim 6, wherein the granules 
hav© a !en§th*4o-o1ameter nstio of 1 ;1 , 
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12-14, (Cancelled), 

15. (Current amended) A granular composition Mwrj^^ 
prfp§red by a process comprising MM§B&# 

(a) providing cylindrical granules of a compq$i%n pi!m§ consistin g 
MliOiilH of «y#a^.e^p!as4^^ component seieoiedfrom the 

groyp consoling of E^iumjoil^^ 



(b) sytosnyrmpg the cylindrical gmftulet &1brm s?ui>stMa«y spherfcar g^nufes 
having a diameter of from Ovi te S mra, 

18, (Currently Amended) Tft& granotar composition: aesordiog to clasm 1 Sv wherein |he 
st§£of providing #*e ^ffrdri^l-^f^ufes^edrnpr^: 0); extruding a composition 
corttaiQifig' the ^ga stone pl^s'iaMthflg componenr into a fine strand: end (ii): batting 
$ft fin® strand Into, cylindrical granules, 

17. {Previously Presented) Trie grMofar ccm^osltfen acoording to claim 16, wherein 
the composition is extruded using a twin-screw extruder, 

18. (Previously Presented) The granular composition acssrding &> dalm 17, wherein 
the composition is extruded at a temperature of from 20 to 11 OX and a pressure of 
torn 2S to 60 bar. 

IS, {Previously Presented) The granular composition accordrno to claim- 15, wherotn 
gphefonteing: is: accomplished using a sphoronizer having a rotating bottom disk. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The grany^rcompos^fen according la olaim t§ ! wherein 
sptiomnlzlng is performed a! a rotation^ speed of 320 rpm with a residence |m# df3Q 
seconds. 



21, (PreTOsly Presented) Tfie;gmnular : com0ito ascortiing-t© claim IS, wherein: 
the process further comprises impregnating the gmnofes wlftian additional active 
substance. 



22, (Prte^loysiy Present®^) The granular composition according to claim 21 , wherein 
•impregnates granites with ari additional active substapeeis accomptislied via 

23, (Pmytoydy Presented) The grammar composition according to claim 22, wherein 
the surfaoe powdering Is earned out at toast parity during spheioolzing., 

24, (Previqysiy Presentee!:) The granular composition according to claim 1 8, wherein 
spiiersnizmg Is carried putusmg a^ s 

at a rational speed of 320 rpm with a residence lime of 30 seconds.; and the proeess 
furfur comprises Impregnating fee granules with an addltionehactlve substance. 



ii: 



25, (Currently amended) A method ef tor stabilizing a thermoplastic 
composition during processing, said method comprising: 
(a) providing: a thermoplastic polyme r composition; 

ib) providing ® granular composition comprising granules oo«tal«i«i-a«east'Or4e 
ofa^o^d^iva^m^RsIa^-- consisting essentially ; of a component selected from the 
group consisting of a ..cal cium soap, a ^tesoao , an d mixtures thero^ -^W^^ieals, 
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r^iafd«nte ; 4^ wherein the granules ar© 

.^bestanttsiiy spherical sn<l fiave a dfemefer of from 0.5 to 5 mm; and 

(o) .combining the llMmSP^stlc MviMr composition and the granular 
composition prior to processing compfetion. 




26. (^ew) The additive ct>mpssitlon acGording to Claim 1 , Incorporaiedlnio-s 
polyvfnpsnfarfde polymer. 



27 . (New) The granular composition according to Claim 15, 
pDl^jnylchlQnde polymer. 



•rpdrated into a 



28:. (Mew) The additive composition according to Claim 25, wherein the thesi^pplasiic 
polymer ^ni^&Jtfeii <^mpnBes--p^y^r02^irl6^ 
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